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10.2 SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING

Project Information
1. Project Title Leaving no one behind in the digital era - Pacific Digital Economy Programme
2. Project Number 00118975
3. Location Pacific region, with a focus on the following countries: Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu and Solomon Islands

1021  ParT AL INTEGRATING OVERARCHING PRINCIFLES TO STRENGTHEN SOCIAL AND ENVIROMMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

QUESTION 1: How Does the Project Integrate the Overarching Principles in order to Strengthen Sodal and Environmental Sustainability?
Briefly describe in the space below how the Project mainstreams the human-rights based approach

The project enhances the availability, accessibility and quality of digital and financial services for potentially marginalized individuals and groups,
thereby contributing to their inclusion in the development of a digital economy. It spedfically aligns with the UNCDF global strategy “Leaving No
One Behind in the Digital Era® and as such has strong linkages to the SDiGs.

Briefly describe in the space below how the Project is likely to improve gender equality and women's empowerment

The projedt has a spedfic foous on wemen as a target segment and has both tracking indicators and targets to increase participation of women
in the digital econormy.

The project design incorporates sex-disaggregated data and gender statistics and the results frameweork includes spedal measures/outputs and
indicators to address gender inequality issues (Score 2 as per the ATLAS Gender Marker)

Furthermore, the project will be supported by UNCDF's global gender specialist during the inception phase and a full-time Gender and Social
Inclusion Specialist on the team during the subsequent phase of implementation.

Briefly describe in the space below how the Project mainstreams environmental sustainability

This project will be implemented in cenjunction with its "sister” programme Padific Insurance and Climate Adaptation under a portfolio approach.
This programme has a strong focus on dimate adaption by developing and deploying market based CDRF instruments. There are ne elements
envisaged under the project that adversely affect environment sustainability.
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QUESTION 2: What are the Potential QUESTION 3: What is the level of significance of QUESTION 6: What secal and environmental
Social and Environmental Ris! the potential sodial and environmental risks? ssessment and management measures have
Mote: anvd to Questions 4 and 5 below before preceeding to been conducted ar.d!fc,r are requirr:d to address

r Risks with Moderate and High

Question &

. I no have been iden n

st then note “Ne Ricks Identified” and
ship 0 Qu 4 and Select "Low R
Crueestic nd 6 not required for Low Risk

Projects.

Risk Deseription Impact and | Significance: Comments Description of assessment and management
Probability: | Low. Moderste, measures as reflected in the Project design. I
From1ms [ Hgh ESIA or SESA is required note that the assessment

should consider all potential impacts and risks.

| =
P=
QUESTION 4: What is the overall Project nsk categorization?

No risk identified

Select one (see SESP for guidance) Comments
Low Risk X
Moderate Risk m]
High Risk m]

QUESTION 5: Based on the identified risks and risk categorization, what

requirements of the SES are relevant?

Check all that apply Comments
Principle 1: Human Rights

Principle 2: Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment
1 Biodiversity Conservation and Natural Resource
Management

2 Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation

3 Community Health, Safety and Working Conditions
4. Cultural Heritage

5 Displacement and Resettiement
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Indigenous Peoples m]

Pollution Prevention and Resource Efficiency O

Final Sign OFf

Signature

Date

Description

QA Assessor

{—Ju..m-w .

UMNDP staff member responsible for the Project, typically a UNDP Programme Officer. Final
signature confirms they have “checked” to ensure that the SESP is adequately conducted.

QA Approver

‘I UNDP senior manager, typically the UNDP Deputy Country Director (DCDY), Country Director

(CD), Deputy Resident Representative (DRR), or Resident Representative (RR). The QA Approver
cannct also be the QA Assessor. Final signature confirms they have “cleared” the SESP prior to
submittal to the PAC.

PAC Chair

UMNDP chair of the PAC. In some cases PAC Chair may also be the QA Approver. Final signature
confirms that the SESP was considered as part of the project appraisal and considered in
recormmendations of the PAC.
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Checklist Potential Social and Environmental Risks

Principles 1: Human Righits

Answer

(¥es/Mao)

1 Could the Project lead o adverse impacts on enjoyment of the human rights {civil,
political, ecomnomic, socizl or cutturzl) of the affected populaton and particularly of marginalized
groups?

Mo

2 Iz there a likelihood that the Project would have ineguitable or discriminatony adverse
impacts on affected populations, particulary people living in poverty or marginalized or
excluded individuals or groups?

Mo

3 Could the Project potentally restrict availability, quality of and access to resources or
basic services, in particular o marginalized individuaks or groups?

Mo

4 Iz there a likelihood that the Project would exdhede any potentially affected stakeholders,
in particular marginalized growps, from fully pariicipating in decisions that may affect them?

Mo

5. Iz there a nisk that duty-bearers do not have the capadty to mest their cbligations in the
Project?

Mo

o Is there a risk that rights-holders do not have the capadiy to daim their rights?

Mo

T Have local commamities or individuals, given the opportunity, raised human rights
concems regarding the Project during the stakeholder engagement process?

Mo

a. Iz there a nisk that the Project would exacerbate conflics among and/for the risk of
violence to project-affected communities and individuals?

Mo

Principle 2 Gender Bguality and Women's Empowerment

1 Iz there a likelihood that the proposed Project would have adverse impacts on gender
equality and/or the situation of women and girs?

Mo

2 ‘Would the Project potentially reproduce disciminations against women based an
gender, espedially regarding participaton in design and implementation or access o
opportunities and bensefis?

Mo

3 Hawve women's groups,leaders raised gender equality concerns regarding the Project
during the stakeholder engagement process and has this been induded in the overall Project
proposal and in the nisk assessment?

Mo

4 ‘Would the Project potenially limit women's ability to use, develop and protect natural
resources, taking into accoumt different roles and positions of women and men in 30Ceszing
envirommental goods and senices?

For example, acivities that could lead to natural resources degradation or depletion in
communites who depend on these rescurces for their livelihoods and well being

Mo

Principle 3- Environmental Sustainability: Soreening guestions regarding environmentzl risks are
encompassed by the specific Standard-related guestions below

Standard 1 Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Matural Resource Management

11 ‘Would the Project potentially cause adverse impacts to habitats (e.g. modified, natural,
and oritical habitats) and/or ecosystems and ecosystemn senvices?

For example, throwgh habitat loss, comversion or degradation, fragmentation, hydrodogical
changes

Mo

12 Are ary Project activities proposed within or adjacent to critical habitats and/or
ervironmentally sensitive areas, including legally protected areas (e.g. nature resenee, national
park), areas proposed for protection, or recognized as such by authontative sources and,or
indigencus peoples or kocal communities?

Mo

¥ Prohribined groonds of diserisinamen Rolde raos, efnaty, gender, age, langeare, Sabiity, sl orernaton, neigon, ol or o o i,
natanal o sovial of geographicd onign, property, birth o ather Srans inciieding e an indgenois perash oF o a member of & minorioy. Relerenoss
L “asirain o sl oF dimillar B onderaneod 1o include weene and misn, boys and girk, s other grodbc i il nated agelrer batsd on thielr

Rt TN, it 85 ransgences pacphe whd ranisdsl
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12 Dipes the Project involee changes to the use of lands amd resources that may have Mo
adwerze impacs on habitats, ecosystemns, and/or ivelihoods? (Mot if resticiors and/or limitations of
aocees to lands would apply, refor bo Standard 5)

1.4 Would Project activities pose risks to endangered species? Mo
1.5 Would the Project pose a risk of introducing invasive alien spedes? Mo
1.6 Cizes the Project invobee harvesting of natural forests, plantation development, or Mo
reforestation?

1.7 Cizes the Project invobee the preductiion and/or harvesting of fish populations or other Mo
aguatic species?

1.8 Cizes the Project invobee significant extraction, diversion or containment of surface or Mo
ground water?
For example, construction of dams, resenvoirs, river basin developments, groundwater

extraction

1.9 Cizes the Project imvcbee utilization of genetic resources? (e.g. collection and/for Mo
harvesting, commercial development)

110 “Would the Project generate potential adverse transboundary or ghobal environmental Mo
concems?

11 Would the Project result in secondary or conseguential development activities which Mo

could lead to adverse sodial and emvircnmental effects, or would it generate oamulative impacts
with otiher known existing or planned actvities in the area?

For example, a mew road throwgh forested lands will generate direct environmental and
social impacts (eg. felling of trees, earthworks, potential relocation of inhabitants). The new road
may alzo fadlitate encroachment on lands by illegal settlers or generate unplanned commerdal
development along the route, potentially in sensitive areas. These are indirect. secondary, or
induced impacts that need to be considered. Also, if similar developments in the same forested
area are planned, then cumulative impacs of multiple activities (even if mot part of the zame
Project] need to be considered.

Standard 2: Climmate Change Mitigation and Adaptation

21 Will the proposed Project result in significant™ greenhouse gas emissions or may Mo
exacerbate climate change?
22 Would the potential cutcomes of the Project be sencsitive or vulnerable to potential Mo

impacts of climate change?

23 Iz the proposed Project likely to directly or indirectly increase social and environmental Mo
vulnerability to climate change now or in the future (also known as maladaptive practices)?
For example, dhanges te land use planning may encourage further development of locdplains,
potentially increasing the population’s vulnerability to climate change, specifically flocding

Standard 3: Community Health, Safety and Working Conditions

31 Would elements of Project construction, cperation, or decommissioning pose potential Mo
safety risks to local communities?

32 Wiould the Project pose potential risks to community health and safety due to the Mo
transport, storage, and use and/or disposal of hazardous or dangerous materials (e.g. explosives,
fuel and other chemicals during construction and operation)?

33 Dipes the Project involee large-scale infrastructure development {e.g. dams, roads, Mo
buildimgz)?

34 Wiould failure of structural elements of the Project pose risks to communities? (e.g. Mo
collapse of buildings or infrastneciune)

35 Would the proposed Project be suscepiible to or kead to inoreased vulnerability to y[]

earthguakes, subsidence, landslides, ercsion, flooding or extremne climatic conditions?

" | regands b COY, “significant emizsions’ oomesponds grenerally to mone thin 25,000 tons per year {from both direct snd indirect sources). [The
Guidance Hote on Climate Change Mitigabon and Adeptation provides addibonal information on GHS emissions.]
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£ Wiould the Project result in potential increased health nzks (e.g. from water-bome or Mo
other vector-borme dizeazes or communicable infections such as HIV/AIDS)?

N Ciges the Project pose potential risks and vulnerabilides related to cooupational health Mo
and safety due to physical, dhemical, biclogical, and radiological hazards during Project
construction, operation, or decommissicning ?

38 Cizes the Project imiohee support for employment or ivelihoods that may fail to comply | Mo
with national and internaticnal labor standards (i.e. primciples and standards of ILO fundamental
coventions)?

39 DCizes the Project engage seourity personnel that may pose a potential risk to healtth and | Mo
safety of communities and/or individuals (e.g. due to a lack of adequate training or
accountability) ?

Standard 4: Cultural Heritage

41 Will the proposed Project result in intersentions that would potentially adversely impact | Mo
sites, structures, or objects with historical, cultural, artistic, traditonal or religious values or
intangible forms of culture (e.g. knowledge, innovations, practices)? (Mote: Projects intended to
protect and conserve Cultural Heritage may also have inadvertent adverse impacts)

42 Cizes the Project propose utilizing tangible and/for intangible forms of cultural heritage Mo
for commercial or other purposes?

Standard 5: Displacement and Resettlernent

51 Would the Project potentially invohve temporary or permanent and full or partial physical | Mo
displacement?

52 Would the Project possibly result in economic dizplacement [e.g. loss of assets or acoess | Mo
to resources due o land aogquisition or access restrictions — ewven in the abzence of phiysical

relocation)?
53 Is there a risk that the Project would lead to forced evictions 7° Mo
54 Would the proposed Project possibly affect land tenure arrangements amd/for Mo

community-based property rights/oustomary rights to land, terribories and/or resournces?

Standard &: Indigencus Pecples

6.1 Are indigencus peoples present in the Project area (including Project area of influence)? | Mo

6.2 Iz it likely that the Project or portions of the Project will be located on lands and Mo
territories claimed by indigenous peocples?

6.3 Wiould the propesed Project potentially affect the human rights, lands, natural rescurces, | Mo
territories, and waditional livelihoods of indigenous peoples (regardless of whether indigenous
pecples possess the legal titles to such areas, whether the Project is located withim or cutside of
tihe lands and territones inhabited by the affected peoples, or whether the indigenous pecples
are reccgnized as indigenous peoples by the country in guestion)?

If the answer to the screening guestion 6.3 iz “yes” the potential risk impacts are considered
potentially sewere and/for critical and the Project would be categorized as either Moderate or
High Risk.

6.4 Hasz there been an absence of culturally appropriate consultations carried ouwt with the Mo
objective of achieving FPIC on matters that may affect the rights and interests, lands, resources,
territories and traditonal livelihoods of the indigenous pecples concermed?

6.5 Ciges the proposed Project invohe the utilization and/or commercial development of Mo
natural resources on lands and termritories daimed by indigenous peoples?

™ Foroed evictions include acts and/for omissions invohing the cosroed or involurrtany cisplscement of indivicusis, Eroups, of mmunities from
NCmes and, or lands and commaon property resources thak were cooupsed or dependesd upon, s sliminating e ability of an individusl, group, or
oommunity to reside or work ina parboular dweling, nesidence, o iocabion without the: prosision of, and sooees to, sppropriate fons of legal or
other protections.
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66 |= there a potential for forced eviction or the whole or partial physical or economic
displacement of indigenous peoples, including through access restrictions to lands, temitories,
and resources?

Mo

b7 Would the Project adversely affect the development priorities of indigenous pecples as
defined by them?

Mo

6.3 Would the Project potentially affect the physical and cultural survival of indigenows
peocples?

6.9 Would the Project potentially affect the Cultural Heritage of indigenous peoples,
incheding through the commercialization or use of their raditional knowledge and practices?

Mo

Stamdard 7: Pollution Prevention and Resource Efficiency

71 Would the Project potentially result in the release of pollutants to the erwvironment due
to routing of non-routine circumstances with the potential for adverse local, regional, and/for
transboundary impacts?

T2 Would the proposed Project potentially result in the generation of waste (both
hazardous and non-hazardouws)?

Mo

T3 Will the proposed Project potentially invohe the manufacture, trade, release, and/or uze
of hazardous dhemicals and/or materials? Does the Project propose use of dhemicals or
materials subject 1o imternational bans or phase-outs?

For example, DOT, PCBs and other chemicals listed in intermational conventions such as the
Stodkholm Conventions on Persistent Organic Pollutants or the Montreal Protoool

Mo

T4 Will the propozed Project involve the application of pestiddes that may have a negative
effect on the emdrcnment or luman healih?

Mo

75 Dipes the Project indude activities that reguire significant consumpiion of raw materials,
energy, and/or water?




